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result of the war, was made to appear to the generously-
minded and pacific sections of the British public as the
only cause why we were at war." Moreover the war for
liberty and democracy was a war with Russia as ally,
Russia the most brutal despotism in Europe, which
victory could only inflame and strengthen. We claimed
that we were fighting against Prussian militarism, but
militarism can never be destroyed from without, or by
war; it can be cracked, like a shell, from within, by the
political and spiritual growth of a nation; and that
process, thanks to the German Social Democrats, was,
he believed, already at work, and, but for the war,
might soon have succeeded. " If I had to choose between
German militarism for yet a little while and the battles
already fought," he wrote on August 27th, 1914, "the
outrages already committed, the women and children
already made desolate, with their loved ones and pro-
tectors nothing but shadows seen through tears, I would
unhesitatingly choose the former." And if it were said
that, if we did not fight now, we should inevitably have
to fight, alone, discredited and at an incalculable dis-
advantage, later on, MacDonald (though this was an
argument which he less frequently countered) would
reply that, even if Germany won, she could not subject
France, and the Channel ports, to permanent military
occupation, and that to assume that, sooner or later, war
between Britain and Germany was inevitable was
precisely the illusion against which he had always
protested. To the plain man, who saw the war, simply
but vividly, as a desperate struggle for existence against
a long-premeditated bid for world-domination by a
barbarous military oligarchy in Berlin, all this, if he
had heard or read MacDonald's utterances, would have
appeared to be mere disingenuous special pleading. And
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